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Breternitz is best choice for Washoe County panel

OCTOBER 21, 2008

In these difficult economic times, the Washoe County Commission needs members who have the experience
and the willingness to make very tough decisions. In District 1, generally the west Reno area and Incline
Village, that person is John Breternitz.

Breternitz, a retired construction industry
executive (he trained as an architect) and
immediate past president of the Reno-Sparks
Convention & Visitors Authority, is facing Toni
Harsh, a former member of the Reno City Council,
for the office. Both Breternitz and Harsh are
Republicans; no Democrats filed for the position.

In his role in RSCVA and at the Economic
Development Authority of Western Nevada,
Breternitz has shown that he is good at
consensus-building and working with a wide
variety of interests to accomplish important goals
for the community.

As so often happens in this area, Breternitz has
been painted as a tool of construction and

development interests. It is, however, an unfair charac-terization. Over the years, he has insisted, for
instance, that EDAWN raise its standards for the businesses that it targets to ensure they create good jobs
and take an active interest in the community. He argues that state and local efforts to attract new businesses
bring in far more money in taxes than they cost governments.

Breternitz is particularly concerned about the ongoing dispute between the county and homeowners at
Incline Village who have sued over property tax assessments. With the county losing consistently in the
courts, he believes it's time to try to negotiate a settlement.

Harsh was one of the originators of a measure that will appear on the Nov. 4 ballot to require planning be tied
to "sustainable" water resources. Breternitz opposes it because, he says, it will have little real effect on
growth, though he believes it will pass.

Harsh is difficult to pin down on other issues, however, and her term on the Reno City Council was marked
by the appearance of indecisiveness. She often voted against important city projects, including the railroad
"trench" and the demolition of the Mapes.

The county cannot afford to be indecisive in the face of a declining economy. For District 1, Breternitz is the
best choice.
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